A RETROSPECTIVE 1952–2014:
PRIVATE BIN POKOLBIN DRY RED SHIRAZ

Welcome
My grandfather John Younie (JY) Tulloch acquired the Pokolbin property
he named Glen Elgin in 1895 after the home of his forebears in Scotland.
He was a progressive young man having made a name for himself as the
local general storekeeper in nearby Branxton. One of his customers was
unable to settle his account, so the debt was settled by JY becoming the
owner of his Pokolbin property.
Over time JY acquired more properties, including vineyards, dairy farms
and wine outlets as well as growing vegetables.
My father, Hector John, born in 1893 was the eldest of nine children and
became the family winemaker, later to be assisted by his youngest
brother Keith. JY died in 1944 and Hector became the Managing Director
of the company and put the name Tulloch on the wine map of Australia.
Not only did he publicise the Tulloch name, but he brought to
prominence Pokolbin as a region with the Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz.
Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz during the 1950’s and 1960’s appeared on most prominent restaurant wine lists
in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. It also won first prize for both claret and burgundy in two separate
classes in the Royal Sydney Show in 1956, with a 1954 Pokolbin Dry Red Private Bin also winning the Best
Red Wine of the show.
Hector and the company battled fairly torrid times for the Hunter Valley wine industry through the
1940’s, 50’s and 60’s, until his death in 1965 at the age of 72. By now, Hector’s brother’s were elderly and
despite having worked in various facets of the business, the family decided to sell, a decision with which I
agreed. I was 25 years old and it was 1969.
With the sale of the business I was asked to stay on with the interesting title of Assistant to the General
Manager, but this did not make me Assistant General Manager. However, this changed in 1974 and I
became General Manager, a title I retained until 1996.
Following the sale of the company, ownership changed many times with many well-known names
involved. Reed Consolidated Industries, Gilbey’s Australia, Castle Maine Tooheys, Penfolds and finally
Southcorp. With changes in the corporate structure, the opportunity eventually arose to purchase back
the brand and trademarks of the old Tulloch Company, which was completed in 2001.
The business has been restructured to not only revive the greatness of the past, but also adapt to the
need of today’s market. Today the business is run by my youngest daughter, Christina, the fourth
generation to do so.
Today we gather to look at some of the wonderful old wines going back to 1952, but also some of the
more recent vintages for which we are justifiably proud and hope will become benchmarks for Tulloch
and Pokolbin in the future.

TUESDAY 9 T H OF JUNE, 2015
The Hughenden Room - The Hughenden Boutique Hotel
10 Queen Str eet, Wo ollahra
10am

Welcome by Christina Tulloch.

10.15am

A few words from JYT.

10.30am

First Bracket:
Tulloch Julia Limited Release Semillon 2004 – 2014
Second Bracket:
Tulloch E.M. Limited Release Chardonnay 2003 – 2014

11.15am:

Discussion of first two brackets led by Liz Jackson, Winemaker
First Creek Wines, followed by morning tea.

12pm:

Third Bracket:
Tulloch Limited Release Hector Shiraz 1986 – 2014

12.45pm:

Discussion & classification of Hector Limited Release Shiraz led by
Patrick Auld, Director of Operations, Cumulus Estate Wines.

1.15pm:

Lunch – Vincent French Dining Room & Bar, The Hughenden.

2.15pm:

Fourth Bracket:
Tulloch Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
A Retrospective: 1952 – 2014.

3.30pm:

Discussion of The Retrospective led by Jay Tulloch.

5.00pm

Closing comments by Christina Tulloch.
Please join us for a cleansing ale.

CELEBRATING 120 YEARS IN 2015
From unlikely beginnings almost 120 years ago, the Tulloch story continues today
as one of the truly authentic and generational wine dynasties of modern times.
In 1895, John Younie Tulloch owned the Branxton General Store and accepted an
unusual settlement of a debt – a 43 acre property in nearby Pokolbin.
Tulloch took an immediate liking to the property and the five acres of neglected
Shiraz vines it contained and so began the winemaking tradition that continues
today.
With over 50 consecutive vintages safely under his belt, Jay Tulloch (JYT) along
with his youngest daughter Christina Tulloch, work side by side to ensure that
Tulloch remains a contemporary Australian brand, loved and revered for its
philosophy of crafting premium wines for all generations of wine drinkers.

With each generation that has passed through the company’s ranks, the vision & vigour of the brand has remained
relevant and contemporary, while maintaining the sense of pride and tradition that has been the cornerstone of its
success.
Joining Tulloch Wines in 2003, JYT’s youngest daughter Christina is tasked with leading it into the next era and beyond.
Her experience in the areas of sales and marketing will ensure Tulloch continues to thrive for the generations to come.
Proudly pragmatic about wine styles and creating a future proof business, JYT and Christina are at home at the cellar
door talking to customers and living the brand.

The stunning cellar door, in the heart of Pokolbin, is set amongst rolling hills and picturesque
vineyards and is a multi-award winning establishment with a truly unique take on the cellar door
experience.
Recognised as the inaugural Cellar Door of the Year in 2007 and a winner once again of this
coveted award in 2014, the customer focussed ‘edutainment’ approach to wine tasting makes it
one of the most popular and successful destinations in the Hunter Valley.
A passion for wine styles made for the Australian culture and lifestyle, combined with an
unwavering commitment to quality and authenticity, has seen Tulloch endure for over a century
as a wine brand people are proud to put on their table.
Handed down from generation to generation, the Tulloch story is equal parts pride and passion
and remains as the true heritage of the hunter valley and Australia’s winemaking history.
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SUMMARY OF VINTAGE COND ITIONS
*Consider ed a good year / bad year

1952

Dry spell. Good vintage, average maximum temperature 37.7 °C.

Private Bin

1953

Lacklustre year. Dry weather, strong westerly winds.

1954

Good year. Dry and hot.

Private Bin

1955

The Hunter Valley Flood (AKA The Maitland Flood) of February 1955 was a major flood
and is still remembered as one of the most devastating natural disasters in Australia's
history. The flood overwhelmed rivers on both sides of the Great Dividing Range,
creating an inland sea the size of England and Wales. A total of 25 lives were claimed
during a week of flooding that washed away 58 homes and damaged 103 beyond repair.
In Maitland alone, 2180 homes were invaded by water. Despite this, the 1955 Private
Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz scored quite favourably by Halliday at the last retrospective
tasting held in 1982.

1956

Vineyards damaged by the floods had now been repaired and vintage returned to being
dry and hot.

1957

Still dry and hot with a 45.6 ° maximum temperature recorded during vintage.

1958

The dry spell continued with a generally trouble free vintage.

Private Bin

1959
Private Bin

An exceptional year for whites and reds, the latter ranking with 1965 as the best in a
half-century.

1960

Hail followed by warm weather meant only a small amount of high-quality wine.

Private Bin

1961

Appalling hail damage once again, but those reds that were made were excellent.

1962
Private Bin

Hail reduced crops once again, but there were some high quality, lighter reds and
magnificent Semillon produced.

1963

Medium weight, soft reds that were beautiful at ten to fifteen years, but did not last.

Private Bin

1964

Middle of the road wines that faded quickly, except for the occasional exceptional white.

Private Bin

Private Bin

Drought year. Exceptional for both whites and reds. “With rare exceptions, the whites
have now gone too far, but the best reds – and there were plenty – will live for many
years. Tulloch wines are still worth looking for. They have simply extraordinary quality.”
James Halliday

1966

Dry, warm year. Some good Semillons but lacking finesse. Quite big reds.

1965

Private Bin

1967
Private Bin

Coolish year with some rain and some exceptional Semillons. The reds were mainly
medium bodied and well balanced.

Private Bin

Wet vintage. Some exceptional Semillons. Most reds were light, with the occasional very
good wine.

1969

A drought year with bushfires. Coarse whites and rather plain, but big, reds.

1968

Private Bin

1970
Private Bin

A good, but not great year, although some whites were exceptional. Reds were mostly
soft and medium bodied.

1971

Extremely wet and undoubtedly the worst Hunter vintage JYT remembers. Most wines
were badly rot affected.

1972

An excellent white year but the reds were light.

Private Bin

1973
Private Bin

1974
Private Bin

1975

A warm, fairly dry year produced good, if fairly big, whites. There were also good reds,
but few have lasted.
Another very wet vintage producing uneven whites and thin, diluted reds. A few
Semillons were exceptional.
A dry (apart from a late-vintage deluge) season and very late vintage. The reds were
mostly good.

1976

Semillons were very good and lasted well. The reds had good flavour and balance, but
most have passed their best.

1977

A generally dry year followed by flooding rain in the middle of vintage. The whites that
came in beforehand were good and as the weather fined up later, some good reds.

1978

A dry growing season spoilt by torrential rain at the beginning of vintage, with follow-up
showers. Most grapes were picked early to beat the weather.

1979

A cool year that produced some exceptional Semillons. The reds were not as good as
originally expected.

1980

The growing season was generally dry and the summer hot. The whites were mostly
rather plain and broad, but the reds were very good.

1981

This was an exceedingly dry year with a hot summer. Yields were very low in vineyards
that did not have water and even in some that did. The whites were coarse and matured
early. Many reds were massive and too tannic to be balanced, or simply lacked flavour.

1982

The Hunter had a short respite from the four-year drought with a quite cool vintage
period, apart from one very hot spell in mid-February. The whites were very good but
the reds were average quality and lacked weight.

1983

The summer was generally hot and dry and there was extreme heat mid-vintage. The
reds were excellent, with deep colours and higher tannins. The whites were full
flavoured and the best of the reds still drink well. One of JYT’s most memorable vintages
on record due to a union strike, which saw the family and Patrick Auld complete the
vintage without any staff, who were busy picketing the wineries entry gate. Driving the
tractors and picking at night followed by crushing and winemaking during the day.

1984

There was heavy rain early in vintage and follow-up showers never allowed the vines and
soil to dry out. The reds were badly rain-affected and light in flavour.

1985

A hot, dry summer produced firm long lasting reds. Some Semillons were rather tough
and lean and seemed to lack fruit.

1986

This was a very good year in the Hunter for both whites and reds. The reds had very good
depth and structure and have aged nicely.

Hector Shiraz

1987
Hector Shiraz

A relatively cool year and, in spite of rain near the start of vintage, both reds and whites
were excellent. The reds are of medium weight, with very elegant flavours.

1988

A wet summer and vintage which generally produced ordinary wines.

1989

There was some rain at vintage, but quite good reds and okay whites.

Hector Shiraz

1990

A wet vintage, but some good, medium-weight reds and whites were made.

1991
Hector Shiraz

This was a very dry year throughout the whole growing season and yields were about
half the average. The reds were rich and strong and have aged well. The whites were
big, broad wines.

1992

The 1991 drought continued into this growing season resulting in poor vine growth. This
was followed up by vintage rain creating havoc with the harvest. Reds were mostly poor.

1993

Good start with excellent budburst although showers brought disease pressure. Vintage
was later than average and further wet weather caused some fruit to be picked early to
beat the rot.

1994

A cool growing season followed by extreme heat and bushfires in January and then rain
during February. Despite this the reds turned out better than expected, but whites were
mainly uneven.

Hector Shiraz

1995
Hector Shiraz

1996
Hector Shiraz

A very dry winter with much-needed rain in November and December. A trouble free
vintage with no disease pressure and just below average yields.
Dry winter and spring was followed by rain with a damp start to vintage preceded by hot
days and quick ripening. Below-average crop, but overall a good year.

1997

A great start to the growing season, only to be spoilt by a massive thunderstorm causing
wide spread hail damage and repeated vintage rain resulting in wide spread rot and
unripe fruit. However, Verdelho beat the rain and most of these wines were good.

1998

Well-timed rains in August were ruined by hot periods and bushfires in early December.
The arrival of heavy rain in January caused problems but most fruit was picked generally
free of disease.

1999

January was hot, but rain towards the end of the month threatened the whites with rot.
Picking started in February and the difficult weather persuaded most winemakers to pick
early rather than take the risk. The shiraz had very good colour and flavours.

Hector Shiraz

2000
Hector Shiraz

Thunderstorms caused localised hail damage, but overall Summer was cool and vintage
started slightly early. Semillon was excellent, but timing was all-important for shiraz, with
those who picked early making good but unexceptional wines, while those who waited
too long were caught by March rain and those who picked just before the rain made
exceptional wines to rival the 1991 reds.

2001

Vintage commenced mid-January, with high temperatures of up to 47 °C followed by rain
creating difficult conditions. Sunburn and rain meant many vineyards were picked
before their prime.

2002

Mid to late January start to vintage again with average to above average yields for
whites, but reduced shiraz tonnages. Not major weather occurrences but generally a
lacklustre vintage.

2003
Hector Shiraz
Julia Semillon
E.M. Chardonnay

An early and hot start to vintage as the worst recorded drought since 1902 continued.
While yields remained low, the threat of disease was non-existent and wines of intense
character were produced.

2004
Hector Shiraz
Julia Semillon

2005
Hector Shiraz
Private Bin
Julia Semillon
E.M. Chardonnay

2006
Hector Shiraz
Private Bin
Julia Semillon
E.M. Chardonnay

2007
Hector Shiraz
Private Bin
Julia Semillon
E.M. Chardonnay

2008
E.M. Chardonnay

2009
Hector Shiraz
Private Bin
Julia Semillon
E.M. Chardonnay

2010
Hector Shiraz
Private Bin
Julia Semillon
E.M. Chardonnay

2011
Hector Shiraz
Private Bin
Julia Semillon
E.M. Chardonnay

2012
E.M. Chardonnay

Useful rain during the growing season, supplemented by irrigation saw a great start to
budburst. An extremely hot late January and February ended in drenching rain, however
clean whites and the reds picked prior to the change were intense and rich.
Another dry Winter with low soil moisture followed by a mild start to Summer, produced
typically medium-bodied shiraz with ripe flavours and good tannins. Considered an
excellent vintage.

The heat marched on with one of the hottest Summers on records. An early start to
vintage with continued excessive heat reduced crops and created intense but sometimes
unbalanced reds.

The height of the drought with little rain and continuing hot conditions, resulted in very
intense red wines and fine Semillons. Although yields remained very low the most
experienced hunter vignerons were still able to produce wines of intensity without
excessively high alcohols.

As the drought broke with the stranding of the Pasha Bulka on Newcastle Beach during
the 2007 June long weekend storm, moisture returned to the soil for a good start to the
growing season. Unfortunately, the rain returned with significant falls during vintage
and Tulloch did not pick any Shiraz from the Hunter Valley in 2008.
A good growing season followed by a warm and dry spring set the scene for a trouble
free vintage. Hot Summer time conditions and some rain resulted in a solid red vintage,
with some reds considered outstanding.

Warm weather and hot winds lead to uneven flowering and reduced cropping as vintage
got off to an unusually early start. Semillons were excellent, while rain events ultimately
determined the style of Shiraz, ranging from elegant for those picked prior and full
bodied for those picked after.

A very challenging start to the growing season as rain made life difficult and the threat of
disease loomed as the season progressed. However, towards the end of December the
rain finally stopped and 2011 proved to be one of the most hassle free vintages ever
remembered in the Hunter, with no weather events and near perfect vintage conditions
producing excellent whites and reds.
From what appeared to begin as a traditional Hunter season with most picking taking
place late January, the situation deteriorated quickly for the reds with intermittent rain
meaning many were left hanging. This was the second time the reds had been wiped out
in 5 years, with Tulloch once again not picking any red fruit from the Hunter in 2012.

2013
Hector Shiraz
Private Bin
Julia Semillon
E.M. Chardonnay

2014
Hector Shiraz
Private Bin
Julia Semillon
E.M. Chardonnay

Very dry conditions during the growing season resulted in lower yields, but good quality
wines. Record temperatures during early January gave way to a downpour on Australia
Day, by which time some excellent Semillons and Chardonnay were already in the
winery. Warm weather returned and excellent Shiraz was made from this vintage.

Hailed as one of the best vintages of the century, growing and harvest conditions were
ideal with no disease or weather threat. All varieties, both white and red have the
capacity to become the best of the decade, with many saying the 2014 vintage rivals the
excellent 1965.

BRACKET 1:
JULIA LIMITED RELEASE SEMILLON
The Julia Limited Release Semillon was first produced in 2003 and continues as the only true single vineyard wine
currently being produced under the Tulloch label. Unfortunately the 2003 vintage was destroyed by cork taint
and consequently we chose to withdraw it from sale and tip it down the sink. This was the last time Tulloch used
a cork closure for any of its wines.
This wine is named after J.Y. (Jay) Tulloch’s wife, Julia Tulloch, who has made a substantial contribution to the
promotional support of the Tulloch brand for over 35 years and continues as an integral part of the company.
This wine is our premium Semillon and is only made when the quality satisfies our highest expectations in any
given year. The Julia vineyard at the Pokolbin foothills was planted in 1988 by JYT and is only 1.5 acres; ensuring
production never exceeds 300 cases. It is made in the traditional Hunter Valley iconic method with no wood
maturation and early bottling to deliver a wine with crisp citrus characters. It has excellent ageing potential.
This wine was not made in 2008, 2012 or 2015. No bottles of the cork tainted 2003 vintage remain.

BRACKET 2:
E.M. LIMITED RELEASE CHARDONNAY
Like the Julia Limited Release Semillon, this Chardonnay was first produced in 2003 and was destroyed by cork
taint. Although the wines were withdrawn from sale and tipped down the sink, a few bottles remain in JYT’s
personal cellar of varying quality and cork taint.
This wine commemorates the late Eileen Mary (E.M.) Tulloch, who married Hector Tulloch in 1941 and passed
away in January 2004. Eileen partnered Hector in bringing the Tulloch label to prominence in the 1950’s and will
be remembered as a gracious hostess who contributed to the hospitable reputation afforded to the wine industry.
This wine is made from fruit grown on a 20+ year old award-winning vineyard on the gently sloping red loam
hillsides at Denman in the Upper Hunter Valley at Inglewood Vineyards.
This is a traditional style of Chardonnay, made only in exceptional vintages when the quality satisfies our highest
expectations. This wine was not made in 2004 and it is still undecided if there will be a 2015 vintage.

BRACKET 3:
HECTOR LIMITED RELEASE SHIRAZ
Our flagship Shiraz commemorates Hector John Tulloch who brought Tulloch Wines to prominence in the 1950’s.
Since 1986 we have produced only 20 vintages of Hector, reflecting our quality standards of releasing wines only
in exceptional years. Each year we select Shiraz from the best available mature vineyards in the historical parish
of Pokolbin to produce this flagship wine.
The Hector Shiraz was awarded the prestigious Wine of Provenance award at the 2013 Hunter Valley Wine Show.
This award celebrates and recognises wines and vineyards of exceptional provenance reflecting consistency of
style and quality over time. To be eligible for this award you must submit three different vintages of the same
labelled wine, covering a minimum vintage spread of 10 years, in this case the 1994, 1996 and 2011 vintages were
used.
We did not make a Hector Shiraz in 1988, 1990, 1992, 1993, 1997, 1998, 2001, 2002, 2008 and 2012. We will
not produce a Hector from the less than ideal 2015 Hunter Valley vintage. We have not been able to track down
a bottle of the 1989 Hector for this tasting. Although a 1997 Hector was not made a wine was destined for this
label and was called Limited Release Shiraz*, and is included in the line-up below.

THE HUNT IS ON FOR OLD TULLOCH WINES
If you’ve been rummaging through a cellar lately and come across an old
bottle of Tulloch wine, now is the time to let us know about it as we hunt
down our old wines to mark our 120th birthday.
As part of Tulloch’s 120th year celebrations we are reviving a promotion last
run in 1982 to help us locate some of the first vintages of wines produced by
the family, with the hope of them being utilised in a flagship event to be held
in June.
An article printed in the Weekly Times in
March of 1982, quotes current Managing
Director Jay Tulloch, “Jay Tulloch, said he had
been able to locate every dry red the winery
had produced since 1952, as well as red from
the 1931 and 1947 vintages….. What makes
our task so difficult is that my grandfather
didn’t sell his wine under the Tulloch label.
Most of it was sold in bulk and bottled under
other merchants labels. However we believe
some early Tulloch Wines were purchased
direct from the winery. We hope that some of
these early bottlings might have been tagged
with vineyard-of-origin labels….”
At Tulloch we often have people contacting us to see if we can put a value on old bottles of our wine they have found
in cellars of deceased estates or when cleaning out their parents wine collections. To help us fill in some of the gaps
we have in our retrospective tasting, it would be great to see what people can unearth for us.
Depending on the nature and condition of the find we are willing to offer payment for
the bottles or a swap for current vintage wines. Of course donations of old (full or
empty) bottles are also welcome, but bottles that have not been opened are what we
are really looking for. Anyone who has a bottle of interest is asked to contact us via
email and if possible include a picture of the bottle, clearly showing the label and
vintage and the contents of the bottle.

A RETROSPECTIVE 1952 – 2014:
PRIVATE BIN POKOLBIN DRY RED SHIRAZ

Tulloch Pokolbin Dry Red Private Bin Shiraz was an iconic Australian wine of its time enjoying a
reputation and distribution that was second to none. As the late Len Evans remembered in a Gourmet
Traveller article in 2006, “At the end of the 60’s, Grange was the same price as Tulloch’s Private Bin (a
classic Hunter red).”
Hector Tulloch first released the Pokolbin Dry Red Private Bin label for Shiraz wines in 1952. The 1954
vintage won first prize for Claret, first prize for Burgundy and the Best Red Wine of the Show at the 1956
Royal Sydney Wine Show, cementing its reputation as one of the great red wines of its time.
The first re-release of the Private Bin came in 2005 and commemorated Hector Tulloch, the eldest son
of the founder of the Tulloch winery, John Younie Tulloch. He was responsible for first bottling the
Tulloch Wines under their own label and bringing Pokolbin to prominence in the Australian wine market.
This wine is still produced from grapes grown on historical vineyards in the traditional Parish of
Pokolbin. Each vintage commemorates someone who has played an important role in the evolution of
the Tulloch brand. Our Private Bin Shiraz wines are only released in exceptional vintages.
Unfortunately we are not entirely sure of which vintages this wine was or was not made in the early
days, although it is known that under the questionable guidance of some of Tulloch’s large corporate
owners, it was not produced between 1975 and 2005.
Research has shown that it was produced in the following years, but we cannot be sure if this is an
exhaustive list of vintages in which this wine was produced: 1952, 1954, 1955, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1962,
1963, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1973 and 1974. In some cases where indicated
below we have substituted with Pokolbin Hermitage** wines from missing vintages.
Some wines as indicated were re-corked* and topped (with the current vintage Hector of the time) by
JYT around 10 years ago as the corks were showing signs of leakage.

A RETROSPECTIVE 1952 – 2014:
PRIVATE BIN POKOLBIN DRY RED SHIRAZ
1952 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
1954 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
1958 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
1959 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz*
1960 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz*
1963 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz*
1965 Home Paddock Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz†
1965 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
1966 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
1967 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz*
1968 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz*
1969 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
1970 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
1972 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
1973 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
1974 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
1978 Dry Red Hermitage
1981 Private Bin Dry Red Hermitage
1982 Dry Red Hermitage
2005 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
2006 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
2007 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
2009 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
2010 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
2011 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
2013 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz
2014 Private Bin Pokolbin Dry Red Shiraz

†“1965 is remembered as the vintage that produced the best wines in the Hunter Valley. Although
some thought both 1991 and 2014 would equal the famed 1965 vintage, it is doubted they will
actually reach the heights of the great 1965 wines. The Home Paddock 1965 Private Bin was made
from the original block of vines at the entrance to the old Glen Elgin property. It was a drought
year and the berries were very small with intensely concentrated flavours which produced an
unusually big wine. Only a 900 gallon cask was made of this blend and I still remember it as the
most out of left-field Shiraz I have ever seen produced in the Hunter.” Jay Tulloch.

